The subject of abortion has a profound interest to the medical profession, not only to those specialists who constitute the majority of the Fellows of this Society, but to all practitioners. Indeed the interest is more than medical, for the question has to be approached not only from the medical but also from the legal, the ethical, and social aspects. Public attention has recently been directed to the subject by certain remarks made by Mr Justice M'Cardle in pronouncing judgment in three cases of abortion at the Leeds Assize. The Judge, in binding a woman over, said that the law of abortion should be amended. " In my view," he said, "it is a moral duty in many cases to procure miscarriage. . . . The question of birth control and the amendment of the law of abortion must be looked at free from any prejudice, theological or otherwise." Such utterances from the Bench, however much we may question their propriety, give some indication of the modern trend of thought, and the time appears to have arrived when the medical profession may be expected to express some opinion about the whole question of abortion, and this evening I think we might profitably devote to a discussion on the various aspects of the problem.
You may say that we as doctors have nothing to do with anything other than the medical side of the question, but we must not forget that we are not only citizens, but a body of specialist citizens whose voice is liable to carry considerable weight in connection with any legal enactments about the subject with which we are dealing.
Societies such as this are rather liable to become middleaged and conservative and therefore it is no bad thing sometimes to take stock of our position and see where we stand with regard to the problems of everyday life. We are living in a period of great complexity and of rapidly changing conditions, especially in regard to sexual matters and morals generally. Morals are naturally variable; they vary with different races and with the same people from time to time. As Kipling says, damaged and dies as a result after it is born, the crime is that of murder, but if the fcetus is killed before birth it is no crime in Scotland.
The fact that the act mentions the " unlawful" If, however, we go into the indications for abortion which have been discussed recently by leaders of the profession we find not only such things as toxaemias of pregnancy, eclampsia, chronic kidney and heart disease, tuberculosis, recurrent insanity, etc., but also such conditions as nervous debility, neurotic or psychoneurotic states, and so on.
With that formidable and elastic list there is, therefore, plenty of scope for the complaisant physician.
In certain of those conditions there is usually no doubt about the propriety of emptying the uterus, but in others it is very questionable whether the operation should ever be performed on medical grounds. It Annual Average. 1900-04. 1905-09. 1910-14. 1915-19. 1920-24. 1925. 192G. 1927. 192S. 1929 
